
Moon Area School District’s 2010-11 Preliminary Budget was approved by 
the Board of Education on Feb. 8. MASD’s proposed final budget will be 
approved in May and a final budget is slated for approval in June. 
 

The preliminary budget is not a line-item document, but instead it contains 
data based on historical trends. More accurate data will be provided in April and 
May during advertised public budget meetings. The preliminary budget is a 
working document that evolves as district administrators and staff members 
submit requests for the upcoming school year to the district’s fiscal and school 
services director. School districts in Pennsylvania are required to approve a 
preliminary budget and make it available for public inspection as detailed in the 
state law Special Session Act 1 of 2006, more commonly known as the Taxpayer 
Relief Act or Act 1. 
 

Act 1 mandates that no school district in Pennsylvania may raise their real 
estate millage rate by more than a state-approved index that takes multiple 
factors into consideration. Index amounts vary by district and Moon Area’s state-
approved index is .61 mills with a Pennsylvania School Employees Retirement 
System exception for .26 mills. Moon Area is unable to raise millage above their 
approved index without a voter referendum in a May public election. In a post-Act 
1 environment, districts no longer have can wait a few years to raise taxes and 
then levy a large millage amount. 
 

The law was intended to ease the burden of home ownership by providing 
school districts a means to lower property taxes for homeowners via the funding 
gained from gaming revenues. Each qualified homeowner in Moon Area School 
District saved $139 from their property tax bills in 2009-10 school year. To check 
if your property is eligible to receive this reduction, visit 
http://www2.county.allegheny.pa.us/RealEstate/Search.aspx and click the Tax 
Information tab. 
 
  Homestead exclusion acts for the 2010-11 have not been released. 
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