


























MOON PARK
RENOVATIONS
SLATED TO
START IN JULY

By Sarah Vaccarelli
Moon Township Communications Director

The highly anticipated renovations to Moon
Township’s largest outdoor recreation facility are
scheduled to begin on July 6 with nearly $1 million
worth of improvements to infrastructure and various
athletic facilities expected to occur throughout the fall
and into early next spring.

As part of Phase | of the Master Site Plan, Moon
Township residents — who have completed user
surveys, attended public meetings and offered input
on the proposed plan — will see improvements to
nearly 1,650 feet of access road, a hiking trail, four
new parking areas, four tennis courts, a full-size
baseball field and the relocation of the restroom.

“Over the course of the past several years, the
Board of Supervisors have spent countless hours
with staff, engineers and residents to fine tune this
plan and incorporate the elements that will be the
most beneficial to this community now and for many
years to come,” said Chairman Tim McLaughlin.

“We are very pleased with this plan, excited to
break ground this summer and are anxious to watch
the progress over the next few months. Our hope is
that residents feel the same way, too.”

While residents will see more modern-looking
facilities in Moon Park, the ultimate goal, according
to Parks and Recreation Director Dana Kasler, is to
maintain the “old park” feel that makes Moon Park so
charming.

“Over the next several years, we will be using a
lot more of the green space in Moon Park, but, we
have worked diligently to ensure that we maintain
the rolling hills and valleys that have come to define
Moon Park,” Kasler said. “A lot of the newer parks
are built on flat land, but we wanted keep as much of
western Pennsylvania in Moon Park as we possibly
could.”

The hope is also that the improvements will
attract a new set of user groups to Moon Park. For
example, the full-size baseball field will be able to
accommodate Pony and adult recreation leagues,
whereas those leagues could not use the previous
facilities.

“As time goes on and the Township saves more
money and raises funds through sponsorships, we
would like to incorporate facilities that allow residents
to maximize the usable space in Moon Park,” Kasler
said. “By attracting more users to the park we are
working towards our goal of creating a healthier,
more active community.”

Michael Baker Engineering has committed
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to providing design work, bidding assistance,
construction administration and periodic construction
inspection related to the first phase of the project. The
Moon Township Municipal Authority will be installing a
sanitary pipeline in the northeastern portion of the park
for the new and existing restroom facilities.

Additionally, the Public Works Department will be
responsible for construction portions of the hiking
trail and parking areas. These agreements will save
the township thousands of dollars on construction
costs in Phase I. “The Board of Supervisors has
been committed to this project and, as a result, have
saved the money for Phase | without raising taxes
or borrowing money,” McLaughlin said. “Especially
during these tough economic times, we want to give
this community the best possible recreation facilities
without increasing their tax bills.”

Moon Park is situated on 300 acres of land with the
entrance off Ewing Road. The history of Moon Park
dates back to 1963 when the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board was established with the goal of
acquiring land for Moon Park. Over the past 45
years, the Parks and Recreation Department has
worked to expand the facilities in Moon Park, with
the last addition being the ARL Amphitheater that
was constructed in 2001 with the help of a grant from
the state Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources.
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